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THE DESIGNATED SITES IN THE WEST LOCHABER DMG AREA















Within the WL DMG area there are four different types of designation. The sites relevant to this plan are discussed in detail later in this document.

Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)

Special Areas of Conservation (SAC)
Special Protection Areas (SPA)
National Scenic Area (NSA)
In addition, there is a significant area classified as wild land.

Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)
Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) represent the best of Scotland’s natural heritage. They are ‘special’ for their plants, animals or habitats, their rocks or landforms, or a combination of such natural features. Together, they form a network of the best examples of natural features throughout Scotland, and support a wider network across Great Britain and the European Union. 
Scottish Natural Heritage/ Nature Scot (SNH/NS) chooses sites after detailed survey and evaluation against published scientific criteria. SSSIs can include freshwater, and sea water down to the mean low water mark of spring tides, as well as land. At 31 March 2008, there were 1,456 SSSI’s, covering a total area of 1,036,000 hectares or 12.9% of Scotland.

SNH/NS designates SSSIs to protect the best of our natural heritage by making sure that decision-makers, managers of land and their advisors, as well as the planning authorities and other public bodies, are aware of them when considering changes in land-use or other activities which might affect them.

The Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004 provides the legislative framework around which all SSSI sites are administered.

Special Areas of Conservation (SAC)

Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) are areas designated under the European Directive commonly known as the ‘Habitats’ Directive. Together with Special Protection Areas, which are designated under the Wild Birds Directive for wild birds and their habitats, SACs form the Natura 2000 network of sites. Most SACs on land or freshwater in Scotland are also underpinned by notification as Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs).  The additional SAC designation is recognition that some or all of the wildlife and habitats are particularly valued in a European context. 
Special Protection Areas (SPA)

These areas can be designated where more than 2% of the total UK numbers of a particular bird species is located or heavily dependent on a particular geographic area.

National Scenic areas
National Scenic Areas are Scotland’s only national landscape designation. They are those areas of land considered of national significance on the basis of their outstanding scenic interest which must be conserved as part of the country’s natural heritage. They have been selected for their characteristic features of scenery comprising a mixture of richly diverse landscapes including prominent landforms, coastline, sea and freshwater lochs, rivers, woodlands and moorlands. 

There are currently 40 X NSA’s in Scotland, covering a total land area of 1,020,500 ha and a marine area of 357,900 ha.
Overall, there are only three SSSI areas within the DMG area, one of which is also an SAC site. They are all woodland sites, and although they occupy a very small proportion of the DMG area, approx. 3 percent, they will actually have a fairly significant influence on deer management policy and expectations.
The SSSI and SAC designated woodland can be seen on the WL SSSI & SAC Designations map, the SPA and landscape designations can be seen on the WL Landscape & Other Designations map.

A summary of the current feature conditions can be seen in the Monitoring of Designated Features spreadsheet.
Individual Sites

Listed below is a summary of the individual designated sites within the area, in alphabetical order. All those sites with an SSSI designation are listed first, followed by sites carrying other designations only.
Coille Phuiteachain SSSI – Favourable

Deer Management Unit: 21 FLS Glenloy
The Coille Phuiteachain SSSI https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/383  lies within FLS ownership at the eastern end of the group. It is fenced off from the main deer range, and at 39.61 ha, is a relatively small site for a pinewood SSSI. However, it is well noted for its diverse structure, compliment of native broadleaves, including oak, and natural regeneration is present throughout.
The site is in Favourable Maintained status, with the main threat being non native tree species from adjacent stands.
This site has very little effect therefore on the deer range as a whole.
Glen Beasdale SSSI – Unfavourable Declining
Deer Management Units: 2 Arisaig West of railway, 3 Arisaig East of Railway, 4 Ardnish, 5 Glen Mama
The Glen Beasdale SSSI https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/700 lies at the western end of the DMG area. At 546.37 ha, it is one of the largest upland oak woodlands in Lochaber, and has a good range of woodland types from the shoreline through to the lower mountain slopes. The oak component in the woods is very strong indeed, and dominates the structure in huge areas. It appears that most of the woodland area was intensively managed and coppiced in the past, giving a relatively young but very simplified single species structure today.
There are a number of very serious threats to the woodland:

1 It is cut through by both the railway line and A830 main road to Mallaig,

2 There have been 12 fires within the area in 25 years, with the average size of burn being 320 ha, or c 160 ha annually. It is likely that the site has been burned repeatedly over the lifetime of the railway, perhaps more so in the past than today, and this will have had a major effect on the structure of the woodland, species composition, and current extent.
3 Rhododendrons are a serious issue within and around the site, and although they have been controlled in the past, there are significant signs of regrowth and new seeding again now, which has to be controlled again.

4 There is high deer pressure within the area, partly because it is the only significant area of woodland and therefore shelter on the western side of the DMG. The frequent fires have also left ground vegetation that is very attractive to deer.
It is the combination of these factors, several of which are inter related, which makes this a very challenging site.
Glenbeasdale is also designated as an SAC site https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/8263. The main designated feature is the Western acidic oak woodland, with the site size and boundary exactly the same as for the SSSI. Freshwater pearl mussels and otters are also designated. The latter is in favourable maintained status, the former in Unfavourable No Change status, for a range of reasons including engineering changes to the main watercourse.

The SAC woodland is obviously also in Unfavourable condition.

From a deer perspective, whether this site is managed by fencing or deer control, it will impact on estates in the wider area because of the strategic value of the woodland for deer welfare in the western part of the DMG area.
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Loch Arkaig Pinewood SSSI – Unfavourable No Change
Deer Management Units: 13 Achnacarry West, 14 Achnacarry- North of River mallie
The Loch Arkaig Pinewood SSSI  https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/959 is another large site situated on the south shore of the loch at the western end. It extends to 491.8 ha along several miles of the loch.

Only the central area is dominated by Scots Pine, and a large 214 ha area was enclosed in the past, the results from which have been fairly good, and this is evident in the landscape from a distance. Outwith this enclosure, the woodland area is mostly dominated by birch woodland and open space, with low density woodland being extensive. A proportion of oak is also in evidence. The SSSI site statement says that birch regeneration in particular is also present outwith the large enclosure, so the general area may not be that important to deer.
So, the site is one where pro-active management has been in place, progress can be demonstrated, and regeneration has also taken place outwith the fences. The problem with the site is that it is difficult to access, so fence erection and maintenance would be difficult, and regular access for deer management would also be a logistical problem if a very intensive focus had to be maintained there.

Nature Scot did carry out SCM within the area in 2021, so there is some up to date information, but much more intensive survey work is required to determine what is there at present, what the response to different actions might be, and what targets can realistically be set going forwards. It is likely to take some time to do this, given the extent and complexity of the site.
Depending on how this site is addressed, it could have a significant impact upon deer populations at the western end of Achnacarry, in addition to the focus on deer reduction to the east of the property.
Nature Scot report March 2023
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Moidart & Ardgour SPA – Favourable maintained
Deer Management Units: Misc
The Moidart & Ardgour SPA https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/10115 extends to 41,426 ha and is designated for golden eagle. It extends in to the western part of the DMG area, and covers part of the adjacent Moidart DMG area as well.
Finally, the Morar, Moidart & Ardnamurchan NSA https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/9141 lies mostly outwith the WLDMG area, but extends in to the western edge of it.
The wildland classification covers much of the interior of the DMG area, extending well towards the eastern end of the group as well. This is not a designation as such.
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